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Project Overview

Started in 2017
Published 5 out of the last 6 years
Informed growers of current insect, disease, & 
weed pressures
Provided pictures for pest identification
Recommended tips for effective chemical control





Integrated Pest Management

“Integrated Pest Management is a decision-making 
process for managing pests in an effective, 
economical and environmentally sound way.”

Fields are monitored weekly for insects, disease & 
weeds from breaking dormancy until the end of 
August.

A variety of monitoring procedures and tools are 
used 



Excerpt from May 12, 2021 Bulletin



Sparganothis Larva 
Note the translucent 
head capsule

Blackheaded Fireworm 
Larva

Sparganothis tent
Messy, contains multiple uprights

Fireworm tent
One upright, using the leaves 
from the tip, neat

Blackheaded Fireworm Vs Sparganothis Fruitworm ID



Post Spray Checks

Monitoring after spray application 
3- 7 days post application
Check for sick vs dead vs live larvae



Pheromone Trapping
Pheromone traps are an effective 
tool in monitoring cranberries
Traps are placed early in the 
season 
Checked and scraped weekly
Change pheromones & glue 
inserts to avoid errors and 
inconsistencies in data 
Predict larval hatch by 
monitoring moth flight



Moth Identification
Fireworm Moth Sparganothis

Fruitworm
Cranberry Fruitworm

GirdlerFireworm & Sparg



Visual Monitoring

Take several samples around field edges as well 
as inner samples
Check tips of uprights for larvae (fireworm, sparg, 
tipworm) 
Check for berry damage
Scan for disease symptoms on uprights, vines, & 
berries



Excerpt from the August 2, 2022 Bulletin



Blackheaded Fireworm

Cranberry Fruitworm

Sparganothis
Fruitworm



Cranberry Tipworm



Diseases of Concern

Cottonball Infection 

Rosebloom InfestationTwig blight open spores

Fruit Rot



Pesticide Application 

Always read and follow the label
Some chemicals are less rain fast than others 
Keep spring conditions as well as potential frost 
events in mind before applications 
Rotate chemical modes of action to reduce the 
chance of resistance 



Pollinator Safety
When pollinators are on the farm and foraging in 
the fields take care when making chemical 
applications (insecticides & fungicides)
Try to apply products at night or early morning 
before pollinators are active
Covering hives can be helpful if spraying products 
toxic to bees
Some products leave a smell after application 
that will deter pollinators from coming in the 
field.



Growing Degree Days

Helpful at predicting insect hatches 

Growing Degree Days Based on YVR

2023 2022 2021 31 year average

January 31st 165.7 130.5 164.5 129.19

February 15th 249.6 203.1 206.3 201.1

So far we are ahead of the 31 year average so it may be an early season as far as 
plant development & insect hatches if this trend continues.

This is good to keep in mind as well when applying pre-emergent herbicides like 
Casoron, the plant injury point may occur earlier than it would in a late year such 
as last year.



Recommendations

Early season recommendations from the May 9, 2022 Bulletin



Questions?
Thank you to the funders of this project:

& special thanks to the bulletin review team

Heidi Lundstrum
heidi@escrop.com
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